The Eastern Question

effective and the Sultan recognised the four financial experts
who had been sent to Salonica as colleagues of the Austrian
and Russian Civil Agents. In March 1908 these various
arrangements were prolonged for a further period of six
years.

Meanwhile early in January, Freiherr von Aerenthal, the
Austrian Foreign Minister, announced that Austria-Hungary had
applied to the Porte for sanction to build a railway from Serajevo,
the Bosnian terminus, through the Sandjak of Novi Bazar to
Mitrovitza, and so connect up with Salonica. Monsieur
Iswolski, the Russian Foreign Minister, was furious as he
considered this to be a violation of the spirit of the Muerzsteg
agreement. It was viewed in Russia as an attempt at the
Germanisation of the Near East, and they countered with a
demand for a line from the Danube to the Adriatic. The
incident created considerable tension between Austria and
Russia for some weeks.

On June 9th King Edward, accompanied by naval and
military advisers and Sir Arthur Nicolson and Sir Charles
Hardinge from the Foreign Office, met the Czar of Russia
at Reval, The chief matters discussed were Persia and Mace-
donia and perhaps the question of the Straits. Mr. Nicolson
declares, however, in his extremely interesting biography of
Lord Carnock which admirably explains all these matters,
that the exchange of views was extremely vague and that
the Straits were barely mentioned if at all. It is believed that
King Edward suggested to the Czar that he should pay a
visit to the King of Italy. In any case a meeting between
the two took place at Racconigi in October of the following
year at which Italy consented to the observance of a friendly
attitude towards Russia in the Question of the Straits in
return for Russia's benevolence as regards Italian aspirations
in Tripoli. This meeting at Reval between King Edward
and the Czar of Russia seriously alarmed Germany, and a
few days afterwards the Emperor "William made his unfor-
tunate speech at Doeberitz in which he complained of
Germany's encirclement.
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